Issues unique to pediatric liver transplantation.
Liver transplantation in pediatrics has become an accepted modality of treatment in end-stage liver disease and irreversible acute liver failure. Biliary atresia is the most common indication requiring liver transplantation in children. The diagnosis and causes of acute liver failure in children differ from those in adults. Growth and development require special consideration in children. Regular surveillance of Epstein-Barr virus by polymerase chain reaction and appropriate therapy may reduce the incidence of post-transplant lymphoproliferative disease after transplantation. Adherence to the prescribed medical regimen is essential for good graft function. A multidisciplinary approach is the key to success in liver transplantation in children.